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Sample Certificate of Vote53 
 
Before the Electoral College meeting, 
the Secretary of State prepares 
certificates of vote to be signed by the 
electors at the meeting.  In addition, 
the Governor prepares nine certificates 
of ascertainment which set forth: (a) 
names of the candidates for president 
and vice president; (b) names of the 
electors; and (c) number of votes 
received by each. The Governor sends 
three certificates of ascertainment 
directly to the Archivist of the United 
States prior to the Electoral College 
meeting, and sends to the remaining 
certificates to the Secretary of State. 
The certificates of ascertainment are 
affixed to the certificates of vote at the 
Electoral College meeting. 
 
On the first Monday after the second 
Wednesday in December following the 
presidential election, at 11:00 AM, the 
Secretary of State convenes the 
meeting of the South Carolina 
Electoral College. At the meeting, each 
of the nine electors signs certificates of 
vote for President and Vice-President. 
The Secretary of State then signs the 
certificates of vote to certify the 
election. Additionally, the certificates 
of ascertainment are affixed to the 
certificates of vote.  Under Section 7-
19-110, electors are entitled to 
mileage, subsistence and per diem to 
be paid from appropriations to the 
Secretary of State’s Office. 
 
Following the Electoral College meeting, the Secretary of State delivers the certificates of vote and certificates of 
ascertainment to the following entities: (a) One certificate of vote and one certificate of ascertainment are mailed to the 
President of the United States Senate; (b) Two certificates of vote and two certificates of ascertainment are mailed to the 
Archivist of the United States; and (c) One certificate of vote and one certificate of ascertainment are mailed to the federal 
judge of the district where the electors assembled. The Secretary of State also keeps two certificates of vote and two 
certificates of ascertainment on file.  

 

                                                      
53 S.C. House of Representatives, House Legislative Oversight Committee, “Agency Presentation – Notaries, boards and commissions, 
authentications, and apostilles (December 5, 2019),” under “Committee Postings and Reports,” under “House Legislative Oversight 
Committee,” under “Secretary of State, Office of the,” and under “Meetings,” 
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/CommitteeInfo/HouseLegislativeOversightCommittee/AgencyWebpages/SecretaryofState/SoS%20Pres
entation%20-%20Notaries,%20Boards%20and%20Commissions.pdf (accessed January 21, 2020), slide 50-51, and 53-54.  Hereinafter 
“Notaries Presentation.” 
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